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Earlier this month, we had a quick chat with the Vice Principal of OIS Uttara, James Arthur. 
James only started at OIS this September, but has made significant improvements to the 
Uttara Campus since. Here’s what he had to say about his experience here.

Please tell us a little about yourself.
I have worked as a teacher in many countries including Indonesia, Spain and England. In England I worked 
at an inner London primary school where I gained valuable experience. I have both CELTA and PGCE teach-
er training certificates from renowned institutions. I now work in Bangladesh where I am hoping I can use 
my training and experience to help build a better education system. I 
have recently become married to my wonderful wife, Sarah, who grew 
up here in Bangladesh. We are both teachers and we met in Indonesia.

How has it been being Vice Principal of OIS Uttara?
I have felt from day one that OIS Uttara has a lot of potential and my aim 
is to bring that potential out. I have the most wonderful team at Uttara 
and I have never seen such a hard working, committed group of people, 
completely dedicated to ensuring that OIS is developing in terms of its 
philosophy and teaching techniques.

What are your upcoming plans for the school?
In the short time I have been here, we now have a number of new facilities. These include a 
dining room, a comfortable parents’ waiting area, better access to computers and internet 
throughout the school, better learning aids in Play Group and Nursery, a decorated and 
functional library, a full time remedial teach- er and a roof top play ground. There are many 
other areas where the school is constantly improving. I have started training sessions 
with my teachers. This has gained recognition across all the campuses. We 
owe it to our children to do every- thing we can to ensure they get the 
best education possible, suitable for the modern and complex world 

we live in. 

1



diverse people connected by their love for 
the written word.

PWC currently has about 20 active members, 
and more are joining every week. Members 
share their writing, no matter the length, 
dexterity or genre, and help each other be-
come better at the craft. 

In November, PWC in collaboration with 
OIS helped organize a writing competition 
among students of classes 6-12 which was a 
huge Success. Syeda Zafreen Rafa from 
the senior group and Fahmia Uddin from 
the junior group won first prizes.  PWC vol-
unteered the prizes for the  winners: a type-
writer and a fountain pen, while OIS contrib-
uted gifts for the younger group. 

So, if you are looking 
for a place to get your work 

published or to get inspiration 
from the work of others, look no further! 

Visit 
prestigiouswriters.wordpress.com today!

The Prestigious Writers’ Club (PWC) is yet another 
fabulous initiative by students of Oxford Interna-
tional School (OIS). PWC is a community of writ-
ers. It is a place where the heart and the mind 
finally come together with the ink of a pen.

PWC started off with founding members Istiak 
Morshed and Mouduna Islam whose passion for 
writing got them thinking about a space where 
all budding writers would be able to share their 
work. Unable to find a website that would ap-
preciate their work and theme they decided to 
create their own niche in the literary world. Their 
goal was to bring other writers under their ban-
ner if it meant that it could help them all to grow 
as writers and do what they were passionate 
about without  the fear of being judged.

Eventually they started their own blog. Word 
began to spread, and they gathered a group of 
fellow writers. PWC has since turned into 
a community of 

The Prestigious 
Writers’ Club

OIS is stressing the importance of ECA now more than ever! Our debate team is expected to participate in the Na-
tional Television Parliamentary Debates, we’ve recently organised a writing competition and we are preparing to 
stage “Death of a Salesman” by Arthur Miller next quarter. Our community service club is running a Winter Clothes 
Drive, and there’s a lot more going on. Juditha Ohlmacher from University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) dis-
cusses the impact of ECA on student life in her article below.

“When I was a teenager, I began to settle into school be-
cause I’d discovered the extra-curricular activities that in-
terested me: music and theater.”
 – Morgan Freeman, actor

The great actor Morgan Freeman believes in the impor-
tance of ECA at school. His own involvement in different 
club activities helped him significantly to be successful 
in life. Many students, however, do not feel the same 
way. They consider ECA to be a distraction from their 
studies and therefore do not want to get involved. But 
academic courses and ECA complement each other and 
make well-rounded and highly skilled students.

Students who are involved in extra-curricular activities 
do well in the classroom. They develop new skills like 
leadership, time management, critical thinking, team-
work etc. They also learn networking, which is very important for their careers. These skills help them both 
in their personal and professional lives. 
Many private universities like ULAB understand this importance, and provide the best support possible for 

stu- dents to get involved in ECA. There are 
many clubs that students can choose 
from including: educational field trips, 
workshops, seminars, games, inter 
and intra school competitions, ad-
venture, Business, Film, Social Welfare, 
Campus Radio etc. The ranges of clubs 
enhance learning and develop essen-
tial skills.

ULAB is an active participant in the 
prestigious Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award program. There is a wide scope 
for getting involved in extra-curricu-
lar activities within and outside the 
campus so that the students become 
well-rounded and successful citizens 
of the country.   

Our drama team rehearsing for “Death of a Salesman”
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For the first time, the Junior Section is following a 
theme based syllabus, where students participate 
in a range of learning activities involving math, 
arts, literature, science and so on. As part of an 
“Outer Space” theme, kindergarten students took 
a study trip to the Planetarium and had a great 
time learning about our Solar System!

A team of young writers accompanies by 
their teachers participated in the Dhaka 
Lit Fest Held at Bangla Academy. They en-
joyed listening to distinguished speakers 
such as Neeman Sobhan and Ciku Kime-
ria, and came out with inspirations for 
their next literary work!

The relationship between OIS and the Goethe 
Institute continues to get stronger. This year, 
Mohima Rahman and Afra Anam from 
Class 8 had the unique opportunity to travel 
to Germany for the Youth Camp Programme. 
Here are our students and their friends from 
around the world wishing you Guten Tag!

Students from our Gulshan Campus took a trip to the 
National Museum, accompanied by Vice Principal 
Ian Smith. Students loved the opportunity to step 
outside campus during school hours, and had a nice 
practical history lesson!

To create mass awareness about earthquake preparedness, 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) organized 
a short film festival. Ali Abrar Sudad and Kakoli Akhter 
Priya from OIS Banasree participated with their short film 
“Awareness”, and received an award for this, which was 
handed over by the Chief Representative of JICA Mr. Mikio 
Hateada, to Vice Principal (OIS Banasree) Meherun Nessa 
Mala and the two filmmakers.

OIS on the Move OIS on the Move

As part of our efforts to improve reading habits among 
students, Deepa Bishwas, Head of Academic Support, 
Vice Pricipal Ian Smith along with other members of 
staff attended the Reading Development Conference 
organized by the British Council. Great ideas came up at 
the conference, that we look forward to implementing 
in our curriculum in the near future.
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Color the Picture
below and send it  to  the Admissions Office (Main Campus) to win great prizes!

Name: .................................................................... ID: .................................... Class: ............... Roll: ................ 

Word Search

Physical education is an 
integral part of total ed-
ucation of children from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12. 
Quality physical education 
programmes are needed to 
increase the physical com-
petence, health-related 
fitness, self-responsibility 
and enjoyment of physi-
cal activity for all students 
so that they can be physi-
cally active for a lifetime. 
Physical education pro-
grammes can only pro-
vide these benefits if they 
are well planned and well 
implemented.

Why
Do Children 
Need
Physical
Education &
Sports?

OIS receiving the first and second runners up trophy at 
the Pledge Harbor InterSchool Football Tournament

Our girls’ handball team at the 23rd Polar National 
School Handball Tournament 2015

We’ve excelled at indoor games when space outside 
was limited!
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Art students of classes 8 and 9 at our Gulshan 
Campus accompanied by their art teacher 
Nusrat Sultana visited the Athena Gallery of 
Fine Arts. It was quite a treat for the students 
to get to see the work of the talented Chakma 
family up close!

Art Club Activities

Art work of Gulshan campus students 

Musarrat Khan, Class-8

Rokea Rahman Eshika, Class-8

Rifat Hossain, Class-8
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